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3. DATE-TIME GROUP 
L155 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


2. LOCATION 


LUI Ue s Lowa 


4. TYPE OF OSSERVATION 


-Oi Ground: Vi sual 


DO Grovnd-Rodar 


12. CONCLUSIONS 
Was Balloon 
Prabably Bolloon 
Possibly Balloon 


Wos Aiicraft 


Probably Aircrafr 
Possibly Aircrofe 


Loco: 
GMT. . O Air Vi suol ie) Air-Intercap? Radar 


5. PHOTOS — | |. SOURCE 


‘fer 


GC VYes 
0 No Civilian | 
7. LENGTH CF OSSE2VATION 8, NUMBER OF OBJECTS | % COURSE 


Was Astronomical 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astroromicol 


Other. —_ 
lnsulticient Dato for Evaluation 
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HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AiR COMMAND 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, NEBRASKA 


REPLY TO 


atrnose: DOOPF 


SUBJECT: Flights in the Dubuque, lowa Area 


TO: Air Technical Intelligence Center CAFO De) 2x) 


Wright-Patterson AYB, Chio 


Le 


Referencsa your letter, Subject: Request for Information, dated 


2 September 1960; the following inforration is submitted: 


@e Number and type aircraft: 
route cell tactics. 


Three (3) Be52 aircraft, using 


be Altituces 31,000 to 32,000 feet. 
Ce Rouse and Gimes: 


From a point 15NM south - southeast cof 


Dubvque to a point 60NM north « northeast of Dubuque (008N 9OL5W 


to 318N 9008N). 
(1) 18422 to 19112 - T 


C2 


WV 
(2) 23272 to 23582 = TC 


GS 
WV 


360°, TH 353° 
370, TAS 25 
315/075 
001°, TH 352° 
370, TAS 430 
320/080 


> (3) ©5082 to 051,02 = TC 360°, TH 352° 
GS 370, TAS 25 
WV 320/090 


2. No other aircraft of this command were flying in the Dubuque, 
Towa area on )} March 1960. 

3, Notification of appropriate Air Defense Sactors is a routine 
function of Air Route Traffic Control for flights 

tration of an ADIZ. 


FOR THS COMMANDER IN CHIEF: . 
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through the errorts of Lt waddle, several other radar 
contacted, with negative results, 

According to Lt Watlwle B-52s normaly fly at 30,00C 
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va March £4 at Dubuque, Iowa three silver, 
eapenec en movie films by Pilot <aai—nmmhsinmed/anees 
PSE DEAT Se Ee ae. EST) 
iL ythorities. Grab Photos; 
| Hom Urges Vigilance = 
2a. Part of: Members. 
“wo instantes. in. which i iveie Seddiers “5 
\duals. sueeeeded in ‘obtaining photo- | 
~raphs of UAOs within the last few weexs / 
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hath, ‘o 
on the fourth’ of Maren, Charles Mor-. 
“3, 31. am airplane instructor, obtained | 
19 feet of moving picture Clr of 2 for- | 
aation of three-<dise-shaped objects. over 
DubuRugy, Jjowa.. Maris estimated ther | 
‘ititude as. 20,000 feet, their speed at | 
ZB sout 200 miles per hour. The objects | 
vere saucershaped,: silvery in. color. | 
orris. gave the film to the-Federa) gov- » 
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APC Lah, 525 2 AUG jo) 


Comments on )ir tgpmmgm@iM Letter 


eee 


ee ee 


pALUL<3d (L/Col tacker) 


he the abtached letter and report from ilr ¥ , has 
been reviewed by ATIC. I[t is believed no furtaer comment or action 
is merited. 


2e in vreoly to your query regarding contact with Strategic Alm Command 

Heacquarters, it was nol considered necessary to make this contact. 

ATIC did contact several radar stations In the midwest, as well as the 

~e * Chicago Air Defanse Sector Headquarters, aad was informed that they had 

| no record of B-52's flying in the Dubuque, [owa area on or 10 March 
1960. 


rs recaived information to tna effect that there ware 
SAC pManae in the Dubuqne area, these aircraft were there without the 
knowledga of area radar stations and the Chicago Air Defense Sector 
Headquarters. 4 is not understood by ATIC how such flights could be 
made without the Chicago Air Dafenss Sactor's knowledge. 


POR Tits COMMANDER: 


bd - «# a t aC 3 2 
eR, os 5 SH Ppt tS DDL a Gl 
PHILIP G. EVANS 1 atch: 


Colonel, USar Cy ltr, no date, fr lave 
Deputy for Sclence and Components w/Atech 


COORDINATION: 


e. ve 
a - 5 7 —= a Pi F j ae 


. . ‘ \ ¥ a 
1 1 hy 2 1," fae! fe a f " rs Te . ; a _ ' 4 al es J # 
APCINeUH2M 27ers: Zt cx Date LEME 
a. fine ee Senet a? Ca. Ey ae 


a eee ee fs ther — | 


ES Dave 19 Bx dp 


APC IN-Lf2 


cee sli aan paictain, it Jai 7 ee Se pee ear Ce eS ee 


CIVILIAN U.F.O. RES*ARCH 


a AS 


% #% COMPLETION OF STUDY * + 


Date of sighting: 4 March 19560 
Loca tion: Dubuque, iowa 


' 


\pproximately 1750 hours 
50 


(5:50 p.m. ) 
Study Commenced: 23 March 1960 
Study Terminated: ( August 1960 
Conclusion sgubject to 
further consideration? Y¥8 6 


MIC 9g 19080 
Report edited by: PALO -Wesuedes 
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i, Introductory Comments: 


This ig ropabl the mo st sorntu fam te Aare Oink OTIC Pa et 
have the opportunity to investigate for quite a while. just about 
tha time it 1s decided what ths obiacts ware, and Pen Mudlion AG 
started, a letter arrivas that throws everything up for prabd aga ee 
uvVeGn, mow, you director is not certain what they were. Some af the. 
induiny letters have not yet been answersd. If answers ara rece lved 
penta that change the picture again, a supplementary raport will ba 

Ssugs(. 


On July 9, 1960, CUFOR's director wrote to Lt. Col. (formerly 
Major) L.J. Tacker, Alr Force Pentagon spokesman for UFOs, and told 
him that we had definitely concluded that the objects were Uros. 
Tasn, on the 29th, ws received Nr. ee ae datatiled re port that 
threw the whole thing open again. The letter from SAC on August 4th 


seamed to ba tha clincher. 
ii, Details of Sighting: 


| At approximately 5:55 pele, March 4, 1960, Charles Morris and 
his wifa were at their home in Dubuque, Iowa, watching a T~6 alr 
plane {a single-engine USAAF trainer of Wi Ii vintage) perform at 
an altitude of roughly 2,000 feat whan their attention was caugnt 
by three luminous objects, elliptical in shape, traveling Ne at 
about 200 mph. The objects, which he further ds scribed as baling 
about the size of a Quarter at arm's length and about 25° deareeg 
above thas eastern horizon, were in view for about four minuted. Ha 
want on to say, in his report to CUFOR, that "tha objects did not 
gives off smoks or any vapor trail, drop anything, change brigntnsas, 
Shape or color, did not explode, speed up or stand still at any 
tima.-.-ths objacts wera sharply outlinsd and were like a bright 
~ starge= batwaen the brightness of the moon and of Venus." Ha algo 
agtimated the size of the objects to be 200 fsst long and 60 feet 
thick; however, since the distance to the objects could only bs 
guessed, it 1s the sane with the size of tha objects themssivesd. 
Mr. Morris 9xoo03ed some footage of 8 mm color film, but it 


= 
. 4 


ghov anything and the film has been returned to him by th 


failed to 
Air Force. 

Another witness was Mra. H.V- Ludovissy, who saw them with her 
son and husband. Her raport, also on file with CUFOR, Is similar to 
ire Lorris', with some exceptions (minor or major, depending on your 
point of view); "I looksd, and going toward the NW in the sky, wera 
three bright metallic objects; thay were travelliis VERY slowly, a1- 


ting, THEY VERE NOT PLANZS.» -(i@ watchaa for almoat ten 
minutes, and, as wa watched, ong of them, the one in the middle, 
gave a flash, or white glow, and at the same time a puff of white 
amoke came from the back of it. Th? sun was setting in the wast at 
the time, and I figured if it wag the sun that made the flash, all 
threa would have it; because they ware so close togethsr; but only 
tha middle ona had the glow." 


most Lloa 


vers who believe 


On the "other side of the fanca” arg tne obser 
thea objects wara aircraft. 


Ona is Ferdinand Nesler, of Dubuque, who gay trem through 
paiy of 7 x 50 binoculars. His wanort rad, in part: "X sav a grone 
of thragea large aircrait, which appeared to bs fiying ons behind ¢he 
ag at lower than usual jot altitudes ang et just madiua speeds 
novy weYe givin IDV if LBS I CoS wo hat Var ant be ally yr en 44 
Be ae tains sere-ce tenia’ separ, ne, nsia 
4 + agy Lia} c n Soin 429 north or 
t 


even 2 Little east of north -~ Eda.), time 5:50 p.n. saw then nos 
onees, but three time within about 15 or 20 days always at ths aane 
Ling and olaca ° s 


ive Maaler alao put their elevation at anoroximately 25% above 
Me 4 1 | - «a . : s J # i = = . = 1] i 
69 horizon; howavex, ha said they ware about as large aa a pinread 
hold at arm's length. Ha also saw a ‘sligkt vapor at ons tina to- 


ward end of sighting." He remarked, "1 saw tha planes cloarly wita 
tha sun on them. No painting waa visibis, but the high tatis ana 
403 windows were." Ha is of the opinion that they ware alither Con. 
vair 830's, Boeing FO7's, of Douglas DC-&'s. 

Mr. Waplear has strong suppers in tha peraon of Mr. Allan A. 
Jonas, of Dubuque, who saw tham through 20 x 50 nowax binoculars. 
Said Mr. Jones, "They wars flying in 4 rather loose formation on a 
eourree of Ss to NW. Their speed (slow) vas tha most unusual wars of 
the whole affair. I could not determines tno types, but Aaircrast they 
dofinitely were. I saw tham ssyaral times artar that (on differasat 
dates - Ed.}, and they ware following about $2e@ same routines.” Hye 
Rlgo saw contrails and a tail "like B52". } 


lm. Jonas atiffers with Mv. Morris a9 to altituda and elevation 
Ha gives them as 40,000 fest and 75° respectively. 
A third witness also saw the contraiis and faais thay wars 
because of the sinw 


conventional aircraft (propaller-type), mostly becau 
nosed. 


73 therefore have five witnesses with five sligntly Gistore a’ 


AaAccounvwdse 


Lil. cufzoR's Conclusion: 


—— = ee 


Tha greater amount of data teanda to show that tns objects wary 
three aireraft, possibly of tne USAF Strategic Air Commana. Ve, how- 
evar, cdo not rules out dhs poasibility that whe pbjacts sagan by WAX? 4 
Marria and Mrs. Ludovissy wears untdeatifiable objocts of unknown 
origin, Durpess, oF a3 at4ination, 
amohasize ihe rolR 


In announcing this conclusion, we ian to 


a ee 


Lowlng points: 


(A) Civilian UFO Ressarcn spant over four months in- 
vastigating this sighting. 213 prinary witns 8ses 
wavs contacted and their reports ars on Liles. 
Aireraft companies manufacturing jet transports 
For civilian use vers Gdudstioned aa ty the pos- 
pibiliity of training flights that could acceuns 


for tha reporta. 


: lu ie ae Spewits. 4 i at 


Vite er gE eS 2 reer ee — en FS a Tee 


a? 


(5) The very nature of the observations rules out 
sd i of astronomical origin (stars, mateorg, 
etc.)>» 


(C) The nature of the sighting also rules out "Light 
phenomena”, "birds", and "clouds, dust, etc.". 


(D) Tha direction of the objects’ flight compared with 
wind diractions at tha tims excludes balloons fron 
being considered as the correct identification. 


({) The rather widely separated points of observation 
rule out "psychological manifestations". 


(F) The character of the witnesses discount tna pos- 
sibliity of a hoax. 


IV. Argunents for Unigentifiable Objects (UFOs 


| Charles Morris is a commercial pilot and has logged 5,000 
hours in 14 years of commercial flying; ha is familiar with ailr- 
craft of most types. He apparently saw the cbjacts at rather clos9 
range and is certain of what ho sav. 

He told Ralph Ingerson, staff writer for the Dubuque Tele- 
graph Herald, "They were thin on the leading edge, thick in tha 
middils, and thin in back ~ just like you'd expect them to ba. I 
was seeing them from tha side, and they looked exactly Lika you'd 
taken two platters and put them face to faca - vary large ollip- 
tical objects. 

"Just to give you an idea of their siza, they seemed to be 
about one-sighth the size of the moon. Thsy had a brightnass like 
I've never seen before - no 'fuzz* around them, but bright and 
sharply dgfined. They ware Like silent ghosts moving through tha 
SKY « 
: "They couldn't have bean jets; they weren't fast enough, for 
one thing - a jet would have baen gona befors i could g8t the can- 
era, at that altituds - they were only 20° to 25° above the hori- 
gon (trug, a jet probably would disappear that rapidly - Ed.).... 
if it haa been the sun shining off military aircraft, ths reflected 
light would have changed intensity as the objects croasad the sky. 
Thas@ didn't - they were a constant brightness. And there wasn't a 
cloud in the sky ~- it was perfectly clear." (Quoted from Dubuqus 
Talegraphn~-Herald, March 6, 1960, p.8) 

This side of ths "argument" gats support in the fact that a 
chack with Traux AFB, Madison, Wisconsin, by the Telegraph-Horald 
brought a reply from tha opsgrations officer that no military planssa 
from that basa had been reported in the area. "Negative ~ wa had 
nothing in that area ~ no operations scheduled at that time," the 
operations officer sald. 


Queries sant out by CUFOR brought thesa replica; 


(A) Robert Hoffman, Airport Manager, Dubuaue Municipal 
Airport: "1 hava checked and to my knowledge there 
ware no aircraft in the area at the above specified 
time (time of the sightings - Ea.)." 


(B) kichas1 Gladuch, Public Relations, Bosing Airplans 
Company: "Our records have begn checked most care- 
fully....-Tng records show that no formation of 
thraa Boeing 707's flew on a northerly coursg over 
Dubugques, lowa, on March 4%, 1960. Nor were there any 
707 formation flights over that arga during the 
fifteen - twenty days following that date." 


(GC) G.W. Greaves, Convair Division, General Dynamics 
Gorp.: "As far as we know thers wars no 880's fly- 
ing over Dubuque, Iowa on larch 4, 1960, Our test 
alreraft were operating from the municipal alrport 
herg in San Disgo. We have delivered a few 880's 
to Deaita Air Lines, but they ara in scheduled ser- 
vico." 


(D) A letter to Douglas Aircraft Company is, as yet, 
unanswered. 


in closing, let us say that one cannot siuply discount tha 
opinions of a trained pllot and othar witnesssa, who state, posi- 
tively, that the objects ware not aircraft and who haves ths back- 


ing of statements that tond to show that there wers no aircraft 
in the argae 


VY. Arguments for Alroraft: 


This "side" has some obvious advantages: two witnesses (Mr. 
Nasler and Mr. Jones) saw the objects through binoculars. They 
both saw definite physical characteristics of aircraft. lir. Nes- 
ler saw the tall (vertical stabilizer) and windows; MrgZongs saw 
the tail and the wings. 

Mr. Jones (who, like Mr. Morris, has had pilot's training; 
however, Ido not know how much) said the tail was similar to 
taat of a Be 52. This and the fact that Air Force SAC (Strategic 
Air Command) flies B-52's and has 4 triangle radar tast courses 
in the ar@éa with its northern leg ending at Lancaster, ‘isc., 
apout 20 milas north of Dubuque, was sufficient to warrant a 
letter to SAC Headquarters, at Offutt AFB, Omaha, Nebraska. 

The reply, from Capt. Edwin C. Derryberry, Directorate of 
information, read, in parts 

"In vestigation here with our flight scheduling branch rex 
vaaied that Stratagic Air Command did have some 2-celis and 3- 
célls flights operating over Dubudue, Iowa for a 25 hour period 
which included 5:50 p.m. on 4+ March 1960. While we can not say 
definitely, it's highly possible that the sighting at that tine 
could have been KC-1355's or B-52's of this command." 


wy 


yarison of Argumsnts: 


There aré sows points of disagresments that cannot ba disre. 
parded, nor treated lightly: Charles Miorris saw large Lunt noua. 
sharply outlined objects 25° above the horizon; Ferdinand Nealer 
saw small, sharply outlined objacts ebjesss that reflected sun 
light and flew 25° above tha horizon. Allan Jones saw small, 
Blurre2 ("due to distance"), sun-reflecting objects at 75° above 
the horizon. Hi Shen pee 
A Mr. Morris put the objects at approximately 2,000 feat; hr. 
Nesles aidn't give a figure, but gald they were low; ir. Jones 
however, put them at 40,000 feat or above. a are not EMRE Yad Let. 
ine our earlier statement that the altitudes can only be gugssad 
since the objects’ size was unknown, we are merely po int ing out 
the difference in altitude, i.e@., low vs. high. Re 
Tnere is some discrepency in time (Mr. lorris: 5:55 p-M.; 
lirg. Ludovissy: 5:50; Mir. Nesler: 5:50; lr. Jongs: about 6:00); 
however, it is not believed that this is a major point, since 
they ara estimated times. ; 


Now, perhaps, it 1s apparent why our investigation has jumped 
back and forth, up and down, practically every ten minutes. 


Your dirgctor cannot help but wonder why the Air Force offi- 
clally carries this incident as “Insufficient Evidence” (per Lt. 
Col. Tacker's correspondence with CUFOR, 6 July 1960), whan a 
simple check with SAC would have brought the same reply given to 
GUEOR - and a possible idantification. Wie do not say that the ob- 

jects were SAC aircraft, but the possibility is strong» 


There ig on? slim possibility that must be considered, @sepec- 


jJally in view of the aiscrepencias Listed above. 
Supposing Mr. Morris and hrs. Ludovissy sav three UFOs at low 


altitude, while Mr. Jones, either at the same time, or a few min- 

utes later, saw three aircraft at high altitude, emitting contrail2, 
"Then", one may ask, and rightfully ao, "tohat about the con- 

brall that Mrs. Ludovissy saw and the thres aireraft that lr. Nes- 


ler sav at low altitude?” 

tvruth ig: Wa don't know: Parhans, by way of a partial an- 
evar, iuc. Neslar is not too familiar with angular elevations and 
miscalculated. 


Any additional information, comments, or suggestions that a 
reader might have would be appreciated by Civilian UFO Reasearch. 


In closing, your director would Like to extend his thanks to 
all whose names appgar in this report for the help they gave in 
this atudy. A special thanks goes to CUFOR member Shirley Walker, 
of Spencer, lowa, whe furnisned him with clippings, ada@resses, and 
tha original incentive to ‘nvestigate this particular sight Lr - 
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REPLY TO 
ATTM OF: APCIN@WAD es 


SueJECT: FO Fim 
19 April 1960 


TH: = APCIN~4E2 (Col R.R. Shoop) 


Led nothing of an unusual nature nor 


MMe in his letter datea April 3,1960, 


1, Analysis of the fi 
anything such as descri 


2. it is suggested that \; Als recheck his film and indicate which 
frarss conta in the thre of chjec 3 refers to in his letter. 
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2 Atch: 
1, Roll @rm film 


a Grates mn 60 fr 
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spotted SEAR, Miver, sauoer 


mn 


i tm r?s7 4 wm» ri oo oe ey 
Yeaior Wiltitiam ‘i’. Goleman 


lia jo: i 
Department of tne air Force 
Office of the Secretary 
Public Information Division 
fjasnington 25, De GC. 


Dear Major Colsmen, 


Thenk you for your letter anda the press release of sugust 2c. 
I was wondering if your ofiicelnsw about a man by the name of 

| g of Dubuque, Iowa. On March 5, 1960, the United 
Press inter ational sent a Stor Vg about this nian to Che C 1 Lterent 
news media. according to the story, lr ae : 12d “spotted three 
Silver, saucer-shaned objects 200 miles an 
hour, about "20, OO Leet up." Mix . ihe exposed lv feat of 
motion picture film as he aim | objects. ‘Tne 
story went on, “He gave the filn sovernment for 
processing and study. three other persons confirmed Morris’ re- 

port, but the finel proof, he said, is on the film." 


In the news release that you sent me, it said that Dr. Je aller 
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Hour (%) 1755. 
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Description Elliptical, size of a quarter, three objects, they were brichs 


like a star, first ssen in the East, traveling at approx 200 MPH at a 
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miles, zx they disappeared they seemed to be climbing 
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distance of about 


_seen for about minutes 
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Astronomical Phenomena (Meteor, Comet, Planet, ete) Ruled ont 
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Radar Analysis (APCIN-)£1) 


Natural Phemomena (fall Lightning, etc)_ 
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Kirezraft, Balloons, Airships, etc. Ruled out 
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could be ssen in any of the frames. aA check was made ta determine ths 

possibility of the objects being Bas2 geft, and there was none in the area at 

the time. The witnesses location was 3 miles froma large riv ay. and a main | 
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Analysis and Conclusions: The Strip of film was given a thorouxh examination, 
and nothing of an unusual nature, nor anything such as described by ths witness, 


hichway between them and the river, and on the other side of the xwak river. 
The temperature was a cold 1 degrees with a 14 not wind 
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This is to acknowledge your ietter or 
3 April 1900 and the flim received unter 
sevarate cover which you thougat contains 


eyidence of an unidentified tlylag object. 


Wa beve examtned the film thoroughly 
and nothiag of an unusual nature appears 
thereon. Thereore we are returning tae 
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Sincerely, 


LAWRENCE J. TACIER 

hajor, USAF 

Puolic Information Division 
Oztice of Information 
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